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I Create Newsletter:  January 2020 
Celebrating 20 years of I Create and 
Entrepreneurship Spirit 

Leadership Meet – 23rd and 24th January 2020 

I Create celebrated its 20th anniversary on 23rd and 24th of 
January 2020.  The two day event started with a 
Leadership Meet wherein the staff of I Create discussed 
and interacted about the journey so far as well as the plans 
for the future.  The sessions were interspersed with 
learnings, observations, success stories, strategy for the 
coming year and experiences of master facilitators and 
mentors.   

http://www.icreateindia.org
https://www.facebook.com/ICreateIndia/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIaqLN7v9xVdf
https://www.linkedin.com/company/i-create-india
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23rd evening, a celebration dinner was hosted by the I Create Founders Harsh Bhargava and 
Aruna Bhargava.  The event’s aim was to recognise and award the  well-wishers, supporters, 
trustees and the staff of  I Create India who had been part and parcel of I Create’s growth.  Each 
one was given a trophy recognising their role in the organisation and for furthering the mission 
of I Create India by providing practical entrepreneurship training, mentoring and support in 
creating job creators among disadvantaged women, unemployed youth and army veterans. 
 
The event was attended by Brigadier Tejan Wadhawa, Commandant, MEG & Center, Bangalore  
with his family, Mr. Satish Kini and Ms. Yeshavini Ramaswamy, Members of the Advisory Board, 
I Create India , Bankers from NKGSB, Mr.Deepak Nayak, Auditor of I Create India, Trustees - 
Mr. Vilas Kamat with this family, Mr. Ramanand Bellare with his family and the I Create team 
from all centers with their families.  
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Glimpses from the Event 
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Programs conducted this month at MEG & Center for retiring army 
jawans. 

Business Ideas ranged from Pig Farming, Ro Installation and Maintenance, Goat rearing, 
Selling of readymade garments, Notebook Manufacturing, Super Market,  Dosa Point, 
Dealers for Anil or Bambino Products, Selling of Fertilizers,  etc 

Glimpses from the Program 

 

Feedback from the Workshop 

“Though I have some knowledge, I learnt a lot in this Workshop like Planning, various Costs, 
Break Even Point etc. The facilitators helped us very nicely whenever we made mistakes.  If we 
get information on how & where to get Permissions & License to start the business it will be 
nice” – Subedar Jayapalan, MEG & Center 

“I liked the Profit & Loss statement of Savita Saree Shop. My request is to include more such 
examples so that we get practice and learn how to achieve Profit. Overall the Course was very 
good” .Shaju, JCO, MEG & Center 

S.No Date Program Participants 
1. 11th Jan Entrepreneurship Awareness Program (EAP) 197 

2. 14th – 20th Jan Aspiring Entrepreneurs Workshop (AEW) 34 

3. 27th Jan Mentoring Session 13 
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Programs conducted at Armoured Corps Center & School, Ahmednagar.  The BIC is 
sponsored and funded by Jankidevi Bajaj Gram Vikas Sanstha. 

Business Ideas ranged from Dairy Unit, Play school, vegetable shop, Hotel, Potato Chips 
Manufacturing, Furniture shop, General Stores, Goat Farming, Pomegranate farming. 
Poultry farming, Bag Manufacturing, Fishery, Super market, Electrical shop, Onion 
trading. 

Glimpses from the Program 

 

Feedback from the Workshop 

“I started a poultry business two years back but had to close, the same. After attending I create 
training programme I realized my mistake is I didn't do any market research, I will not do such 
mistakes new and will started a new business with confidant of becoming successful.” -             
ALD-52 Armed Deshmukh Deepak, ACC&S, Ahmednagar 

“In this I create training programme, those who had the ability to do business get further 
encouragement. So We use I HOPE Mantra in our business than we will not become anybody 
servant, now we will keep the servant, we will use our army’s energy and grownup our business”.- 
Sub.Major-76 Armed Amar Tiwari, ACC&S, Ahmednagar  

S.No Date Program Participants 
1. 6th Jan Entrepreneurship Awareness Program (EAP) 310 

2. 7th -11th Jan Aspiring Entrepreneurs Workshop (AEW) 42 

3. Ongoing Mentoring Session 24 
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Entrepreneurship Awareness Program 
(EAP) 
 

 
Participants during the awareness sessions conducted 
by I Create Snehdeep. 
 

I Create Snehdeep conducted nine  awareness sessions 
at  Old Ramwadi, Thakor kurpa, Ashapuri ,Bajwa  , 
Undera,    Chhani, Gorwa, Khodiar Nagar,  Ambdkar 
Nagar for 51 women. The sessions were conducted by 
Joseph and Jitendra. 
 

 
Students during the interactive debate on  being a 
employer and being an employee conducted to explain 
the traits of an entrepreneur. 
 
I Create Academy conducted an awareness program at 
Govt. ITI for Women on 28th January for 28 students. The 
ITI admits both boys and girls since not many girls are 
seeking admission in ITIs.  The session was conducted 
by Connie and Sharmila. 

Aspiring Entrepreneurs Workshop 
(AEW) 
 

 
 

Participants during the workshop conducted at 
Magic Bus Office, Mysore  
 

I Create Academy partnering with Magic Bus 
India Foundation conducted a workshop at 
Mysore for 18  participants from 6th to 10th 
January.  The workshop was facilitated by Connie 
and Pankaja. Magic Bus India Foundation  is a 
not for profit organisation established with a view 
to provide charitable operations in the nature of 
education, lifeskills and livelihood training.   
 
 

 
Participants during the Business Plan 
Presentation at Shamlaji, Gujarat. 

 

I Create Academy partnering with WHEELS 
Charitable Foundation India conducted a 
workshop at  Shree Kaljibhai R Katara Arts 
College, Shamlaji, Gujarat for 29 beneficiaries 
indentified by WHEELS from 27th to 31st 
January. The workshop was facilitated by 
Nagendra Babu, Joseph Pius and C M N 
Murthy. 
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Mentoring  

 

A Mentoring workshop was conducted on 28th and 29th of 
January for 13 participants who attended the AEW 
conducted for Magic Bus India Foundation. Business Ideas 
ranged from Cloth Bags Manufacturing, selling of 
Readymade garments, Cow rearing, DTP Center, Dog 
breeding, Provision Stores etc., The business plan were 
mentored by Pankaja and Shobha. 

 

Refresher workshop 

A Refresher session was conducted on 22nd of Janurary for 
the participants from the Training of Trainers Workshop 
conducted in the month of December. The session also had 
role plays for mentors and proteges to understand the 
concept of mentoring.  

 

Facilitator Corner 

Feedback from the workshops 

 “With Rs. 100 I started my business. No one was there to help me. I have struggled a lot. But 
now I feel Magic Bus and I Create India is with me. When Magic Bus called me for the training 
I took time to decide. Now I feel that, if had decided not to attend the training, I would have 
missed an opportunity to improve my business. Most of the time we give examples of Ambanis. 
Why should we give example of Ambanis. Instead of Ambani, we can give our own examples. 
We are much better than Ambanis. I will definitely motivate other women to attend the training. 
There is no support for women by the family and community. But I will encourage women to 
grow and expand their business.-  Nethra, participant from the Magic Bus workshop. 
 

 Training contents were taught in very simple way and  in understanding manner to all. Each 
individual was given special attention. One of the most required training for any person who 
wishes to commence  business – Girish, Participant from the workshop conducted at 
Shamlaji, Gujarat. 

 
Interesting analysis. 

This is the story of how India messed up a competitive advantage and what lessons it holds for 
the country’s economy even today. To read more click on the link. 

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/the-unmaking-of-india-s-fountain-pens-
11578585835963.html 

 

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/the-unmaking-of-india-s-fountain-pens-
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Success Story for the month 
 

Zahira Haidary is a successful Entepreneur in Afghanistan and an 
inspiration to all women in her country. 

23 year old Zahira Haidary is from Afghanistan, an Islamic 
country where options for women to become an 
entrepreneur is very limited. 

She has completed her BBA in 2019 From St.Xavier’s 
College Mapusa, Goa India.  At preset, she lives with her 
family in Afghanistan which includes her parents, five 
sisters and two brothers. Being from a Middle Class   
background, they just have enough money  to run the 

family.    

Afghanistan is a developing country and being an Islamic 
country has a lot of gender discrimination and generally 
discourages women to study or work and frowns upon any 
women who wants to start their own business.  Though  
Zahira’s father was very encouraging  and allowed her to 
complete her studies, he was not very keen to see her as 
an entrepreneur.  In fact, zahira overheard her uncle 
talking to her father, he said “Don’t spend a lot on 
educating the girls as they will get married and will leave you, so you won’t get any benefits 
from them”. This statement made her think and she resolved that she will prove to her family 
that daughters also can support their family like sons.  From that day onwards, she decided 
to work hard towards her goal of becoming an inspiration to other women in her country. 

The opportunity to achieve her goal knocked on her door with an announcement of the I 
Create Worskhop in her college.  The training opened her horizons and she realized that 
even with a small investment she can start her own business if there is an opportunity to 
make profit.  In her own words “During this program I learned how to make something out of 
nothing and this was the most important part of my learning”. 

Going back to Afghanistan, she decided to make her dream a reality and started a restaurant 
with 200000 AFN which is around INR 1.82 lacs, this money she raised from her own savings 
and from contributions from her parents and friends who trusted her and wanted her to 
succeed in her aspiration of becoming an entrepreneur.  There were many in the family who 
discouraged her saying hotel industry is not for women and there is a social stigma 
associated with women being entrepreneurs, but Zahira had the support of the people who 
really mattered, her parents.  Battling all odds, Zahira with the help and motivation from her 
parents and well wishers has started her restaurant and running it successfully.  Keeping up 
the promise to herself, she has five employees, all women who help her in running the 
restaurant.  She is happy that there are lot of women who look forward to come to her 
restaurant and recommends it to their friends.  She hopes this  venture will inspire more 
women to come forward and start their own business.  She is confident that her success will 
encourage the society  to believe that women are also capable of taking care of their families.  
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Program Summary in Numbers- January 2020 

  For the Month YTD 2020 

1 Entrepreneurs 
Created 13 13 

2 Entrepreneurs 
Mentored 43 43 

3 Entrepreneurs 
Handheld 0 0 

Seed Capital Assistance 
Number 
Assisted 

Amount in 
Lakhs of INR 

Number 
Assisted 

Amount in 
Lakhs of INR 

For the Month YTD 2020 

4 MAGIC FUND 
(Bangalore)  5 2.05 5 2.05 

5 Amrit Fund (Jaipur) 3 .70 3 .70  
  For the Month YTD 2020 

Programs Programs Participants Programs Participants 
7 AEWs 4 123 4 123 
7 EAPs 12 559 12 559 
8 TOTs 0 0 0 0 

 

Since inception, MAGIC has assisted 259 beneficiaries by providing        
INR 80.05 Lakhs as Seed Capital Assistance. 

 
Contributors:   I Create Team.  
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